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“Stephen Cone is uncanny with actors, generally, but he and Jessie 
Pinnick have created something special with Cyd. Pinnick reminds me 
of Adèle Haenel, a fascinating and disruptive presence in any image. 
Cyd is only beginning to understand the power (in so many senses of 
the word) of her body, and Pinnick likewise commands scenes in a 
physical, seemingly effortless, unconscious way. She unsettles the 
politeness of every social situation by simply being there (I'm tempted 
to say by simply being). It's tremendously exciting to watch. My 
favorite performance of the year.”
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Besides the unexpectedly sweet trajectory of its internal conflicts, 
Princess Cyd also finds ways to impress as a visual object. A 
dedication to sunlit, natural lighting affords the film an idyllic Garden 
of Eden glow that matches the warm, simple beauty of the story it 
tells. Often, its form & content work wonderfully in tandem, like in a 
shot where Cyd & her same-sex love interest approach the camera on 
a long stroll while getting acquainted, physically getting closer to the 
audience while they get socially get closer to one other. That kind of 
simple beauty in gradually blooming intimacy is a large part of what 
makes the film feel special & worthwhile. Princess Cyd tells a simple 
story of two estranged women becoming close over a couple isolated 
weeks spent together, but its lingering effect grows on you so 
gradually you don’t even realize how much you get out of the 
experience until well after it’s over.
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Cone writes, “It’s a genuine thrill for me to move from my old thematic 
stomping ground into a complicated contemporary urban culture 
where love and curiosity rule the day, and women take center stage. 
In putting together Princess Cyd, my team and I hope to have 
achieved not just an exciting female-centric narrative of passion, 
intelligence and grace, but a sensuous and entertaining summer’s 
tale that people of all ages will want to revisit, seeking solace and joy 
in the experiences of these characters. We each live within a body 
and a soul (however you want to define that) simultaneously. It’s my 
hope that Princess Cyd warmly encourages reconciliation between 
the two.”
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LISTEN FOR THE PRINCESS CYD 
REVIEW AT 30 MINUTES AND 30 
SECONDS IN - “ 30:30 “
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“Vanity Fair film critic Richard Lawson breaks down his favorite films 
of the year, from gorgeous gay 
romances to dazzling journeys through time.
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From Wolfe Releasing/Everett Collection.
As kind a movie as there was this year, writer-director Stephen 
Cone’s tiny, deeply felt character study is modest, thoughtful, and 
decent. It’s a story of family connection and self-realization that’s 
never cloying or preachy, which is hard to do. Yet Cone, quietly 
asserting himself as a major talent, more than pulls it off, with the 
immeasurable help of his two lead actresses: Jessie Pinnick and the 
remarkable Rebecca Spence. Pinnick plays the title character, a 
teenage girl with a tragic past who travels to Chicago to spend a few 
summer weeks with her aunt, a celebrated novelist and academic with 
an active religious life, played with abounding grace and intelligence 
by Spence. (Where the heck has she been hiding? Someone give her 
the Carrie Coon treatment—if she wants it.) Princess Cyd is a fluid, 
contemplative look at exchange, at two people learning things from 
one another, as Cyd and her aunt negotiate a relationship around 
differences of age, ideology, and experience. How heartening to see 
big topics—like faith, like sexuality—discussed in such warm, 
considerate terms by two such gifted actresses. Princess Cyd is also 
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a soft-spoken coming-out film, a loving and subtle tribute to Chicago, 
and, in one sequence that should be corny but somehow isn’t, an 
earnest appreciation of good literature. The kind that can—like this 
little jewel of a movie—transport, uplift, and humbly inspire.
———————————————————————————————
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BREAKTHROUGH PERFORMER
Timothee Chalamet, Call Me By Your Name
Dafne Keen, Logan
Jessie Pinnick, Princess Cyd
Brooklynn Prince, The Florida Project
Florence Pugh, Lady Macbeth
Bria Vinaite, The Florida Project
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"Despite all three of his most recent films telling coming-of-age 
stories, Cone claims to have no “overt interest” in the genre; rather, 
he seeks to explore “where identity comes from and the shift in 
people”. And, certainly, the philosophical inquiries  that Cone weaves 
into the narrative allow his characters to transcend the more vapid 
concerns of stock coming-of-age figures,  whilst also retaining a 
degree of naivety and gentleness. Much of the film seems to revolve 
around the question of what fulfilment is. Miranda and Cyd approach 
this question from discrete perspectives that further betray their 
difference in age – Cyd is of the body, Miranda the spirit. After an 
argument concerning Cyd’s failure to understand her aunt’s lengthy 
sexual dry spell, Miranda tells her, “we are different shapes and 
different ways” – reading and religion give her the same pleasure that 
Cyd is just beginning to experience through her body.
———————————————————————————————
https://www.filminquiry.com/princess-cyd-2017-review/
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PRINCESS CYD: A Quiet Masterpiece

https://www.filminquiry.com/princess-cyd-2017-review/

Cone has crafted his coming-of-age movie with sympathy and 
specificity. He’s helped by his fantastic cast. Rebecca Spence and 
Jessie Pinnick are both relative unknowns, but after their 
performances in Princess Cyd, they surely won’t be for much longer.

Both actresses navigate the nuance of their characters with grace and 
precision. A few wrong turns and Miranda’s insecurities could well 
have become grating, but Spence imbues her character with such 
vulnerability that you can’t help but feel for her, especially after her 
niece has been casually rude.

Pinnick arguably had an even harder job inhabiting Cyd. Spence is 
gifted that terrific monologue and an altogether more eloquent 
personality. The screenplay doesn’t grant Cyd so many chances to 
explain herself. You sense the change she undergoes throughout the 
film through the expressions on her face; at the film’s opening she’s 
rather blank, but as each new understanding hits, her eyes become 
more alive and you can see what she’s thinking. Whilst Miranda stays 
largely the same throughout the movie, Cyd undergoes a subtle 
transformation, and Pinnick‘s finely-drawn portrayal of this is 
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wonderful to watch.

Not one element of Princess Cyd could be accused of being 
melodramatic or over-emotional. There are no extravagant set-pieces 
underlined by a swelling score. Yet by the time the film draws to a 
close, it still feels as if you’ve been through the emotional wringer.  
Cone marries his specific characters to his wider message of 
acceptance, without making the film feel didactic or preachy. It may 
be a small movie, but that achievement is enormous.
———————————————————————————————
http://www.latimes.com/entertainment/movies/la-et-mn-indie-focus-
disaster-artist-princess-cyd-loveless-20171202-story.html
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disaster-artist-princess-cyd-loveless-20171202-story.html
Princess Cyd’
In “Princess Cyd,” written and directed by Chicago-based filmmaker 
Stephen Cone, a 16-year-old girl goes to spend part of the summer 
with her aunt, a noted author. As played by Jessie Pinnick and 
Rebecca Spence, the characters feel both gossamer-light and 
grounded in a deep-rooted emotional reality. Without having played 
any local festivals, the film arrived this week in Los Angeles and is 
more than worth a look, even during the season of loftier prestige 
titles.

In her review for The Times, Katie Walsh wrote, “ ‘Princess Cyd’ is 
many things: a queer coming-of-age story (Malic White is fantastic as 
Cyd’s summer fling, Katie), a tribute to intergenerational friendship, a 
redemption tale. But it also captures one deeply significant thing, that 
moment when family members transform from strangers to loved 
ones.”

Also for The Times, Akiva Gottlieb spoke to Cone, who said, “I’m 
interested in teenagers insofar as that is the most transformative 
portion of life. … The journey from 16 to 24 is a big deal, and it’s when 
a lot of sexual and spiritual discoveries are made.”

At the Chicago Tribune, Michael Phillips added, “The performances 
by Pinnick and Spence are clean, vivid and honestly felt, with a lot of 
the best work emerging nonverbally in the spaces between characters 
closing a gap. … These are traits you find in someone’s work when 
you genuinely like the characters, and want more from them.”

At New York magazine’s Vulture site, Emily Yoshida said, “In Cone’s 
film any pain can seemingly be relieved by the simple, generous act 
of liking someone — not to possess them, but to have your world 
changed by them. Princess Cyd is a wonderful movie to live in for this 
reason; it’s full of hope and empathy, as are its two leads. This is a 
film that believes finding joy in each other is not just what we should 
do but what we are naturally inclined to do, and man, oh, man, do I 
want to believe that right now.”
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                “…………………(Jessie Pinnick, 
from whom Cone coaxes a performance 
of yawning truth) ........“
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Princess Cyd is now available on Amazon.

—————————————————————————————————
—
PRINCESS CYD is now available on VOD & DVD via the platform/
retailer of your choice! We hope you'll give it a watch and help spread 
the love!
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What philosophy guides you most as a filmmaker?

It’s about building a community. I mean, Cyd is about community. 
Moviemaking is about community. It’s all vibe and trust. I’ve switched 
up certain positions over the years, but for the most part, I’ve 
gathered people who I love, and they love me and they love working 
on films. If there’s a lack of judgement and everyone respects 
everyone, then you hang on to them. I can go to people I trust and 
who trust me and be like, let’s go on another adventure together, and 
we all gather.
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https://www.flickeringmyth.com/2017/11/53rd-chicago-international-
film-festival-review-princess-cyd-2017/

“…………………………….This review was written at a time where every 
day there are more prominent female actors coming forward detailing 
disgusting allegations toward hugely influential and successful 
Hollywood producer Harvey Weinstein, so it’s nice to report that, even 
though it’s an independent feature, sexually everything felt organic, 
artistic, and not exploitive of young women…………………….For the 
time being, someone send Jessie Pinnick more work; she’s given a 
ton of weighty material to juggle in this coming-of-age tale, passing 
with flying colors. 
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https://player.fm/series/insession-film/podcast-jane-
princess-cyd-extra-film

LISTEN TO  THE PRINCESS CYD 
REVIEW BEGINNING AT 35:15 
ONE OF THE REVIEWERS IS CRAZY ABOUT JESSIE’S 
PERFORMANCE! CALLS IT “ONE OF THE BEST 
PERFORMANCES OF THE YEAR”
Both reviewers spend a lot of time analyzing both 
ladies’ performances, and really heaps a LOT of well-
deserved praise to them, but especially Jessie 
Pinnick!

https://player.fm/series/insession-film/podcast-jane-princess-cyd-extra-film
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https://thefilmstage.com/features/the-best-double-
features-of-2017/
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http://variety.com/2017/film/reviews/princess-cyd-review-1202469148/
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