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David Friendly (Producer and Former Journalist) on His Journey from 
Newsweek to Hollywood Success

In this episode of Don't Kill the Messenger, host Kevin Goetz interviews 
David Friendly, whose remarkable career transition from journalism to film 
production led to an Academy Award nomination for Best Picture with 
Little Miss Sunshine. David worked with industry giants like Ron Howard 
and Brian Grazer before establishing himself as a successful producer. His 
producing credits include Courage Under Fire, Dr. Dolittle, Big Momma's 
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House, Laws of Attraction, and the hit USA Network series Queen of the 
South. In this conversation, Friendly shares candid stories about his career 
transition, the making of Little Miss Sunshine, lessons learned from his 
mentors, and his perspective on an ever-changing industry.


From Journalism to Hollywood: A Bold Career Change (06:12)

David Friendly reflects on his nine-year journalism career at Newsweek 
and the LA Times, where his coverage of the entertainment industry 
sparked his desire to make movies.


Backdraft and the Imagine Years (13:41)

Friendly talks about discovering Backdraft, which became his first major 
success. This marked the beginning of a successful tenure that included 
projects like My Girl and Kindergarten Cop.


Learning from Hollywood's Best (24:12)

Friendly shares how Ron Howard and Brian Grazer's mentorship continues 
to influence his producing decisions years later, with their voices still 
guiding him through difficult situations.


The Making of Little Miss Sunshine and an Oscar Nomination (32:02)

Friendly discusses Little Miss Sunshine, assembling an outstanding 
ensemble cast including Steve Carell, and the thrill of receiving an 
Academy Award nomination for Best Picture.


The Joy and Anxiety of Test Screenings (41:30)

Friendly offers unique insight into a producer's perspective on audience 
test screenings, describing the intense anxiety of waiting for audience 
reactions.


Producing in a Rapidly Changing Environment (45:24)

Friendly emphasizes the importance of adapting to changing markets, as 
demonstrated by his successful venture into television with Queen of the 
South.


Friendly's guiding philosophy of acceptance and gratitude offers wisdom 
for navigating a career in an ever-evolving business. Through all its 
iterations, from journalism to blockbuster films to streaming television, 
Friendly's career shows that success in Hollywood requires not just talent, 
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but also the ability to learn from mentors, trust one's instincts, and the 
ability to adapt.


Episode 34: David Friendly '78 on Producing Little Miss Sunshine and 
More - He stepped out onto the stage and had to tell the student body 
that the Beach Boys weren’t able to play that day…though this might not 
have been the exact moment, David Friendly learned about his passion for 
producing while a student at Northwestern.


Industry Standard 103: David Friendly


https://www.hollywoodreporter.com/news/general-news/a-hollywood-
producers-oldchella-diary-937159/


https://www.hollywoodreporter.com/lifestyle/lifestyle-news/guest-column-
oscar-nominated-producer-720111/


https://www.hollywoodreporter.com/news/general-news/little-miss-
sunshine-producer-what-653251/


https://www.hollywoodreporter.com/news/general-news/bridesmaids-
effect-why-female-comedies-203160/


https://www.hollywoodreporter.com/movies/movie-news/bridesmaids-
effect-201426/


Pickleball Be Damned!


https://muckrack.com/david-friendly/articles


How I’m Living Now: David T. Friendly, ‘Queen of the South’ Producer  - 
The longtime producer, best known for 'Little Miss Sunshine,' was in New 
Orleans during Mardi Gras filming his USA Network series before the novel 
coronavirus brought production to a halt.
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