
Jayne Atkinson 

Jayne Atkinson is a British-American actress. She is best known for 
the role of Karen Hayes on 24, as well as her Tony Award–nominated 
roles in The Rainmaker and Enchanted April. She has also appeared 
in Criminal Minds as BAU Section Chief Erin Strauss, Madam 
Secretary as United States Vice President Teresa Hurst, and House of 
Cards as U.S. Secretary of State Catherine Durant. 
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Ep322 - Jayne Atkinson: STILL Craving Human Connection 
Jayne Atkinson believes she has this kind of magic superpower of 
getting what she wants if she puts her attention to it, and she’s got a 
long list of credits to prove just that. She looks back on her childhood 
and having an English sensibility (and sense of humor) even though 
she grew up in America. She credits her high school drama teacher as 
the one who gave her the foundation of her work, and thinks fellow 
classmate Michael Greif is her “theatre angel”. Jayne talks about her 
latest play, "Still," which she stars in alongside her old friend Tim Daly. 
She shares the story of what made her say yes to the play after 
receiving the script from Will Rucker, and the show’s themes of love, 
connection, and the importance of listening to each other. Jayne gets 
real as she reflects on the impact of technology on human connection, 
why she thinks “the SAG strike didn’t hit some of the issues it needed 
to hit”, and the significance of live theater, especially today. With a 
successful acting career and so many credits under her name, she 
shares her personal motivations, advising aspirants to prioritize self-
care and enjoyment in auditions. 

A Shining Talent - Jayne Atkinson, star of a one-woman show about 
Texas Gov. Ann Richards, balances fame and success. 
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